FORWARD:

If you are going to search further you may find these notes useful in your efforts. They are an accumulation of bits of useful information but maybe somewhat dated. If you use a commercial piece of software to create family tree’s ask yourself will the information you generate be available if the software fails to work for any reason in the future? Memory chips and CD’s have a finite life but paper can last hundreds of years for future generations. That is the main reason I have converted all the data to printable files from my Ancestors program..
FAMILY RECORDS

Births, Deaths & Marriage Compulsary Registration after 1837

Family Records Centre,1 Myddleton Street, London EC1 Ph 0171 533 6400 near

Underground Angel Islington, Northern Line. Lower floor has lockers(£1 coin) and

Coat hangers. Can eat on tables & chairs provided. Vending machines. Take food in.

Marriage Indexes(Green) at beginning, Births(Red) RHS, Deaths LHS(Black)

Indexes are year divided into quarters: Jan/Feb/Mar  Apr/May/Jun Jul/Aug/Sept Oct/Nov/Dec

Quarters divided by Alphabet.
Need Name * Dates to locate Index Ref number

Registration can take up to 42 days after event. Note the Index details down when found

So the certificate copy can be obtained IE:  Name      District      Volume       Page No.

Full Birth Certificates order copy on Form CAS 51 can be sent on by post.


1. Date & Place of Birth 

2. Name Sex

3. Father name & surname

     

4. Mothers name & Maiden name
      Source for Marr. Cert look up.


5. Fathers Occupation

6. Informer Description

7. Date of Registration

8. District & Sub District

9. Country

Death Certificates  order copy on Form CAS 52

1. Date & Place of Death

2. Name & Surname

3. Sex & Age…………………..Leads to Birth Cert

4. Occupation

5. Cause of Death

6. Informant

7. Informant Relationship

8. Date of Registration

Marriage Certificates order copy on CAS 53

1. Date

2. Name & Surname Bride & Groom

3. Ages of Bride & Groom
…………………..Leads to Birth Cert

4. Description of bride & Groom

5. Proffessions

6. Addresses

7. Names of Fathers

8. Occupation of Fathers

9. Names of Witnesses

Census Records – 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891,1901,1921(100 yr delay)

Found on First Floor. Microfisch search machines(Free). 

Indexed by Village, Town, District and County(Streets in Large Towns)

Has names, Head of house, relationships, married, age, place of Birth

Main Index Place Names for book to find film reference number to search.

Look up all reference numbers at same time. Get Plastic machine Tag from attendant,

go to Machine, get box marker, goto film cabinate, get film & leave marker box 

in place. Do search. If copy needed, get from copy machine (Need money in change).

Leave Plastic Tag with attendent 

Pre 1837 Records

Parish Registers started in 1538 for C of E (HenryVIII). Not necessarily well documented. 1597 Copies to Diocesan Bishop (Bishops Transcripts).

In 1979 if not kept by local church then kept in County Records office:


No charge for inspection unless Microfilm or search by Records Office.


Parish church may charge for inspection.

1) First try county for records

2) Try parish if not in County

All parish record keepers are listed in Crockfords Clerical Directory.

Before 1751 year ended 25th March

After 1751 year ended 31st December

References may be made to Monarchs Reign instead of date

After 1754 Marriages act to record marriages in Parish Registers(Banns called)[Hardwick Marriage act] .1641 – 1660 may be no records due to there being no Bishops

Parish registers show Baptisms not Births

Parish registers show Burials not Deaths

Most Parish Records have been copied by County Records office

Boyds Marriage Index(Marriges in several counties 1538 – 1837)

Public Records Office, Ruskin Ave, Kew.(Need readers ticket carry identity to get)


Enquiry desk in Reference room(Containing Indexes,Lists & ref books)


[Request PRO records kept leaflet]

UK CENSUS DATES
===============

Midnight. Sun/Mon. 6/7th June 1841
Midnight. Sun/Mon. 30/31st March 1851
Midnight. Sun/Mon. 7/8th April 1861
Midnight. Sun/Mon. 2/3rd April 1871
Midnight. Sun/Mon. 3/4th April 1881
Midnight. Sun/Mon. 5/6th April 1891
Midnight. Sun/Mon. 31/1st March / April 1901
Midnight. Sun/Mon. 2/3rd April 1911*
Midnight. Sun/Mon. 19/20th June 1921
Midnight. Sun/Mon. 26/27th April 1931 
( Destroyed in W.W. II )
** There was no Census taken in 1941 **
*(Not available before January 2012)

Year,Population

Year,Population

1570    4,160,221

1600    4,811,718
1630    5,600,517

1670    5,773,646
1700    6,045,008 
1750    6,517,035

1801  16,345,646 
1811  18,509,116
1821  20,983,092

1831  24,132,294
1841  26,854,969

1851  27,533,755
1861  29,070,930 
1871  31,629,299
1881  35,026,108

1891  37,880,764
1901  41,609,091

1911  45,370,530
1921  42,769,196 
1931  44,790,485

2001  60,000,000

Mold Library, North Wales
01352 704411  G.R.O. Nat Index

Manchester City Archives Department 

Address: The Principal Archivist, Local Studies Unit, Central Library, St Peter's Square, Manchester M2 5PD (0161-234 1980) no appointment (First Floor,Local Studies Unit)
Central Library Web Page Address http://www.manchester.gov.uk/mccdlt/libguide/cenlib/frame.htm
E mail :archives@libraries.manchester.gov.uk 

Address: The County Archivist, 56 Marshall Street, New Cross, Manchester M4 5FU (0161 832 5284)

Hours: Mon 1-5;Tues - Fri 9.00 - 5.00; Sat 9.00 - 12.00; 1.00 - 4.00 (second and fourth in each month).

Manchester Records Office, 59 Marshall St, New Cross. 0161 832 5284

The office is open Monday 1 pm to 5 pm; Tuesday - Friday 9 am to 5 pm; and every second and fourth Saturday of the month 9 am to 12 noon, and 1 pm to 4 pm (except Bank Holiday weekends). Unless you wish to consult the national indexes of births, marriages and deaths (see below), no appointment is necessary to visit the office, although documents have to be ordered 24 hours in advance for Saturdays. GMCRO is a member of the County Archive Research Network, so a reader's ticket is essential. This can be obtained from the office on production of ID with name, address and signature. 
Parish Registers

GMCRO holds NO Parish Registers, either originals or copies. The Diocese of Manchester, which has roughly the same boundaries as the county of Greater Manchester, stores its parish registers at the Manchester Local Studies Unit, Central Library, St Peter's Square, Manchester M2 5PD (archives@libraries.manchester.gov.uk) 

Census Returns

GMCRO holds NO census returns. These are held locally at libraries. So, for example, the Manchester Local Studies Unit, Central Library, has the census returns for Manchester; Rochdale Library has those for Rochdale, and so on.

Genealogical Records
GMCRO has a copy of the microfilmed indexes of births, marriages and deaths from the General Register Office for the years 1837 to 1965 (Please note that we do not have copies of the actual certificates. The addresses of registrars in Greater Manchester and surrounding areas are noted on this page together with an indication of problems encountered with information provided by certificates. Guidance is also given on payment for certificates, particularly for people overseas.

The national index of probate granted in England and Wales for the years 1858 to 1948. Wills are a good source for gaining additional information about family members.

GMCRO has a copy of the 1992 IGI for England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, the Channel Isles, the Isle of Man.

West Lancashire Records
Greetby Buildings
Derby Street
Ormskirk
Lancashire
L39 2BS
Tel +44 (0)1695 576009     Registration and Census District (1852 - 1946) 8

Southport Library

01704 533133   Need to book Reader for Census Recs. Lord Street, Southport
Wigan Record Office

Address: The Archivist, Town Hall, Leigh, Wigan WN7 2DY
Telephone (01942 404430)

Hours: Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri 10.00 - 1.00, 2.00 - 4.30. NB preferably by appointment
Records:

· Local authority including Poor Law Unions (Leigh,Wigan) 

· Public records including Quarter Sessions (Wigan) Petty Sessions (Leigh, Wigan) 

· Coroner (Wigan) 

· Hospital 

· Census microfilms 

· Religious including Parish, Methodist and other Nonconformist churches 

· Family including Anderton of Ince, Crawford of Haigh estate (see also John Rylands Library, below) Holt, Leigh family, Standish of Standish 

· The Edward Hall collection of diaries (of national rather than local interest) 

· Business including Park Webb, Walker Bros 

· Trade Unions 

· Societies 

Glossop Library
01457 852616  Marr recs & Census’s

Stockport Library (Mellor Bapt 1813 on)

0161 4744530

Lancashire Record Office
Bow Lane
PRESTON
Lancashire
PR1 2RE 
Telephone : 01772 263039
Fax : 01772 263050
Email : record.office@ed.lancscc.gov.uk

There is no need to book in advance, either to consult records or microfilm.
The Record Office is not open on Saturdays or Sundays, and we are closed to the public during the first full week of each month.
We are closed on the following statutory holidays: 
1 January; Good Friday; Easter Monday and Tuesday; First Monday in May; Last Monday and Tuesday in May; August Bank Holiday; 24,25 and 26 of December. 

Please note that, depending on when Christmas Day and New Years Day fall, the days on which the office is closed, will vary from one year to the next, therefore, please telephone the searchroom on: 01772 263039 to check our days of opening over this period (or if you are unsure about any of the opening times). 

Nat Index Births marriages Deaths. Need to book  Appointments

Harris Library, Museum Bldg., Market Square, Preston  01772 404000 
Mold Library, North Wales
01352 704411

Genealogy acronyms

BMD - Births, Marriages, & Deaths:
The index of civil registration for the United Kingdom from 1837 to the present day. This index was formerly called the St.Catherine's House index due to its former location in London. The
index is available on microfiche from your local Family HistoryCenter, at many major libraries in the UK, and at the FamilyRecords Centre in London among other locations. The index is usedto locate index information on birth, marriage, and death registration certificates which can then be ordered directly from the UK's Office for National Statistics.
 
 FreeBMD at RootsWeb
http://freebmd.rootsweb.com/

BTs - Bishops' Transcripts:
Copies of the annual entries into the parish registers were to be sent to the local Bishop from about 1598. For some parishes, the BTs have survived while the original parish registers have been lost. Be aware that these are copies of the originals and not the originals themselves. In parishes where both the original registers and the BTs exist, a wise researcher will consult both.

The Emery Paper - Bishops' Transcripts
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/EmeryPaper.html#Bishops

Full list of Chapman reference codes for counties:


AVN – Avon





BDF - Bedfordshire
BKM – Buckinghamshire



BRK - Berkshire
CAM – Cambridgeshire




CHS - Cheshire
CLV – Cleveland




CMA - Cumbria
CON – Cornwall




CUL - Cumberland
DBY – Derbyshire




DEV - Devonshire
DOR – Dorset





DUR - Durham
ESS – Essex





ERY YKS - East Riding Yorkshire
GLS – Gloucestershire




GTM - Greater Manchester
HAM – Hampshire




HEF - Herefordshire
HRT – Hertfordshire




HUM - Humberside
HUN – Huntingdonshire




HWR - Hereford & Worcester
IOM - Isle of Man




IOW - Isle of Wight
KEN – Kent





LAN - Lancashire
LEI – Leicestershire




LIN - Lincolnshire
LND – London





MDX - Middlesex
MSY – Merseyside




NBL - Northumberland
NFK – Norfolk





NRY YKS - North Riding Yorkshire
NTH – Northamptonshire



NTT - Nottinghamshire
NYK - North Yorkshire




OXF - Oxfordshire
RUT – Rutland





SAL - Shropshire
SOM – Somerset




STS - Staffordshire
SFK – Suffolk





SRY - Surrey
SSX – Sussex





SXE - East Sussex
SXW - West Sussex




SYK - South Yorkshire
TWR - Tyne & Wear




WAR - Warwickshire
WES – Westmorland




WIL - Wiltshire
WMD - West Midlands




WOR - Worcestershire
WRY YKS - West Riding Yorkshire


WYK - West Yorkshire
YKS – Yorkshire







C of E - Church of England:
The established church of England, also known internationally as the Anglican or Episcopal church. Since the late 1500s, the Church of England was required by the state to maintain various records on its local parishioners - essentially the entire population due to
its status as the only officially- recognized church. Thus it is to the local parish records which family historians turn for research purposes. The vast majority of genealogically-relevant records generated by the C of E are now in the various Record Offices throughout the country.

The Emery Paper - Parish Registers
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/EmeryPaper.html#Parish

The Church of England web site
http://www.cofe.anglican.org/


DNB - Dictionary of National Biography:
The standard British biographical dictionary with detailed biographies of some 40,000 British notables. The current edition runs to 32 volumes published from 1885 to 1990. Available in
printed form and on CD-ROM. This is undergoing a massive revision - due for publication 2002-2004. Info on this at the web address given. Some talk about this being put online as a chargeable service so worth keeping an eye on the web site

The New Dictionary of National Biography
http://www.oup.co.uk/newdnb/

FHC - Family History Center:
A network of over 3,000 centers world-wide provide access to the loanable materials of the Family History Library. Usually found in association with an LDS church, these centers are usually staffed by LDS volunteers who can assist you in your research endeavors.
They are open to all, you needn't be an LDS member to use them and you will not be proselytised there.

Cyndi's List - Family History Centers - General Information
http://www.CyndisList.com/lds.htm#FHC

Cyndi's List - Family History Centers - Locations
http://www.CyndisList.com/lds.htm#FHC2

FHL - Family History Library:
Located in Salt Lake City, Utah, this library is the largest repository of genealogical materials in the world. Microfilm and microfiche copies of a large amount of its materials are available
on loan to your local Family History Center.

Search the Family History Library Catalogue
http://www.familysearch.org/Search/searchcatalog.asp

Cyndi's List - The Family History Library
http://www.CyndisList.com/lds.htm#FHL

FHS - Family History Society:The main societies for the promotion of family history in Lancashire are:

Cumbria FHS
http://www.genuki.org.uk/gib/eng/CUL/cumbriaFHS/

Furness FHS
http://membres.aol.com/FurnessFHS/fpw0.ftm



Lancashire FH & HS
http://www.lfhhs.mcmail.com

Lancashire Local History Federation
http://www.local-history.co.uk/groups/Lancashire.html

Lancashire Parish Register Society
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/LAN/lprs

Lancaster FHG
http://www.btinternet.com/~elsinorehs/lancaster/lfhg.htm

Liverpool & SW Lancs FHS
http://www.lswfhs.freeserve.co.uk

Manchester & Lancashire FHS
http://www.cs.mlfhs.demon.co.uk

North Meols FHS
Mr G Wright, 108 High Park Road, Southport, PR9 7BY

Ormskirk & District FHS
Mr R Janes, 85 Wigan Road, Latham, L40 6HY

The Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire
http://www.gmcro.u-net.com/leaflet.htm

FRC - The Family Records Centre:
The Family Records Centre at Myddleton Place in London is the 'new St. Catherine's House'. It combines the public search rooms of the ONS' General Register Office (indexes for births, marriages, and deaths back to 1837) formerly at St. Catherine's House with the
census and wills rooms of the Public Record Office formerly in Chancery Lane.

The Family Records Centre
http://www.pro.gov.uk/about/frc/default.htm

FTM - Family Tree Maker:
The most commercially successful of the many software packages for
genealogy. You either love it or you hate it.

Family Tree Maker
http://www.familytreemaker.com/

Cyndi's List - Genealogy Software Programs
http://www.cyndisList.com/software.htm#Software

FTMag - Family Tree Magazine:
The most widely circulated snail mail magazine for UK genealogy, Family Tree Magazine is a monthly publication chock full of useful information.

Family Tree Magazine
http://www.family-tree.co.uk/

GEDCOM - Genealogical Data Communications:

The GEDCOM standard is the data format by which genealogists trade their research information on computer files. All major genealogy software packages will convert data into GEDCOM format.

The GEDCOM Standard Version 5.5
http://www.tiac.net/users/pmcbride/gedcom/55gctoc.htm

GENUKI - UK & Ireland Genealogical Information Service:
The most complete single source for UK genealogy on the Internet, GENUKI is a co-operative venture relying on volunteers to place genealogy information on the Internet in an organised manner.

GENUKI web site
http://www.genuki.org.uk/

Lancashire GENUKI web site
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/LAN/

Gibson Guides - Genealogy records guide books authored by Jeremy Gibson.
This series of books are published by the Federation of Family History Societies in the UK and reprinted by Genealogical Publishing in the United States. They are concise guides to
specific types of genealogically-relevant record types.

Gibson Guides for sale at the FFHS
http://www.ffhs.org.uk/pubs/pubs.htm#gibson

Genealogical Publishing Company
http://www.genealogybookshop.com/genealogybookshop/index.html

Emery Paper on Guides
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/EmeryPaper.html#Guides


GOONS - Guild Of One Name Studies: This society helps co-ordinate one name studies - research into particular surnames regardless of pedigree. For example, a one name study may be collecting all the occurrences of the MANGLEFRITZ surname whether they are related or not.

Guild Of One Name Studies
http://www.one-name.org/

GRO - The General Register Office: 

A part of the Office for National Statistics, the GRO is responsible for the recording of births, marriages, and deaths in the England & Wales since 1837. It is to the GRO one applies for
certified copies of birth, marriage, and death certificates.

The General Register Office
http://www.ons.gov.uk/regist.htm

Note that Scotland has its own GRO(S):

The General Register Office for Scotland
http://www.open.gov.uk/gros/groshome.htm

Scots Origins web site
http://www.origins.net/GRO/

IGI - International Genealogical Index:
Developed by the LDS (Mormon) Church's Family History Department, the IGI is a finding aid for millions of individuals. Originally on microfiche, then on CD-ROMs at your local Family History Centers, part of the IGI is now available on the Internet

Search the IGI
http://www.familysearch.org/Search/searchigi.asp



All About the IGI
http://www.livgenmi.com/fhcigi.htm

IGI Batch numbers
There is a website of batch numbers for most counties at:
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Trail/8333/index4.html

If you can add to this extremely useful resource, mail to:
adanac7@hotmail.com

KELLY’S - Kelly's Directories:
A series of local directories published by the most prolific of the Directory publishers in the United Kingdom. From 1799 to 1939, the Kelly's series provides an excellent source for placing one's ancestors, particularly in the larger towns. The Lancashire County Records Office has a very good selection of Trade Commercial and Street Directories in Lancashire, but by far the greater coverage for the county is in the County Library Headquarters, Commercial Street, Preston where the Local Studies Department HQ holds volumes of
Slaters or Kelly's for every 3-4 years from 1850-1924. Prior to 1850, various years, and after 1924 and up to date, many various years. Microfilm of the Universal British Directory of Trade and Commerce 1791-1798, Baines History, Directory and Gazetteer of the County Palatine of Lancaster 1824-1825.

Emery Paper on Directories
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/EmeryPaper.html#Directories

Kelly's (yes, of course they are still in business)
http://www.kellys.reedinfo.co.uk/

KEW - The Public Record Office's primary repository at Kew:
Located in Rusking Avenue in Kew, Surrey near the Royal Botanical Gardens, the PRO's facility at Kew houses almost all the records in the PRO's care save for the census and wills rooms now at the Family Records Centre in London and a few other specialised records.

The Public Record Office
http://www.pro.gov.uk

The PRO at Kew
http://www.pro.gov.uk/about/kew/default.htm



LDS - Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints:
Often referred to as the Mormons, members of this denomination have a duty to research their ancestors in order to perform religious rites over the dead. Because of this obligation, the LDS church has developed the largest single repository of genealogy information in the world at their Family History Library. They are gracious enough to share this information with everyone, both LDS and non-LDS.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
http://www.lds.org

The LDS FamilySearch genealogy service web site
http://www.familysearch.org


MIs - Monumental Inscriptions:
Those remembrances inscribed on the tombstones of our ancestors. MIs are often recorded by the local Family History Society or other organisation.



OED - Oxford English Dictionary:
The ultimate reference work on the English language. An excellent source for archaic and obscure words and terms. Available both in a full printed edition and also on CD-ROM. The bibliophile's bible.

The Oxford English Dictionary
http://www.oed.com/

ONS - Office for National Statistics:

The ONS is responsible for the conduct of the English and Welsh censuses and, through it's GRO branch, for the registration of all births, marriages, and deaths since 1837.

The Office for National Statistics
http://www.ons.gov.uk/

PAF - Personal Ancestral File:
The computer software package put out by the LDS church, PAF probably has more users than any other genealogy software.

Order PAF on-line from the LDS
http://www.familysearch.org/OtherResources/

Cyndi's List - Genealogy Software Programs
http://www.cyndisList.com/software.htm#Software

PRO - The Public Record Office:
The Public Record Office is the repository of the national archives for England, Wales and the United Kingdom. They are the keepers of the nation's records back to the Doomsday book of 1086.

The Public Record Office
http://www.pro.gov.uk

The PRO - Who Are We and What We Do
http://www.pro.gov.uk/about/introduction.htm

RO - Record Office:
The repository for historical records of all kinds.

Lancashire Record Office
Bow Lane, Preston PR1 8ND
http://www.lancashire.com/lcc/ro/index.htm
Closed the first complete week of each month

Cumbria Record Office
140 Duke Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria LA14 1XW
http://www.magicnet.net/~noble/genuki/culcro.html

Greater Manchester County Record Office
56 Marshall Street, Manchester M4 5FU
http://www.u-net.com/~gmcro/home.htm
archives@gmcro.u-net.com

Liverpool Record Office
William Brown Street, Liverpool L3 8EW
http://www.earl.org.uk/familia/services/lancashire.html

St. Catherine's House - See the FRC.

SKS - Some Kind Soul:

Usually used when begging the favour of a lookup or an explanation on a mailing list.

SoG - Society of Genealogists:
This is the premier society for the study of genealogy and family history in the United Kingdom. Their library in London is excellent, the have a terrific on-line shopping book shop, and their publications are often must-haves for serious research.

The Society of Genealogists
http://www.sog.org.uk/

The SoG's On-line Book shop
http://www.sog.org.uk/acatalog/welcome.html

UK Telephone Directory:
There is a searchable index of UK telephone numbers at:
http://www.bt.com/phonenetuk

WI - Women's Institute:

The Women's Institute is a women's benevolent society which is also involved in preservation work. Among other good works, they have conducted churchyard surveys in the United Kingdom. These surveys include recording the surviving tombstone inscriptions (see MIs)
of the churchyards surveyed.


IGI Tutorial


Because I have gone in to great detail on the subject, I have divided into several sections. This is the section on General Information and Batch Number tracing. There are no screen print-outs in this file.You have to follow along on your own screen. (The finished book will have screen printouts and graphics)

I would greatly appreciate your feedback. Send to me privately at
cstutter@home.com with the subject being IGI TUTORIAL.

Thank you in advance.

Searching the On-Line IGI

This tutorial has been developed because of a series of inquiries about using the IGI on the Family Search site. Actual queries from the list and searches of my own family names have been used for examples.The IGI can be described in one simple sentence: "The International Genealogical Index is an index to Ordinances performed on behalf of deceased persons in the Temples of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints."


Q. What will I find on this index?
No information on living persons is included. Birth, Christening and Marriage information for deceased persons is listed. At present, only parts of North America, British Isles and Finland are available on line.Other areas will be added later. The complete IGI can be searched on CD at any branch Family History Centre, at the Family History Library, and at many private libraries throughout the world.


Q. Where does the information come from?
The two major sources of information in the IGI are:

1. The Controlled Extraction Programme of the Church. For a number of years hundreds of Volunteers have been carefully reading and transcribing extracting information from records covering much of the world.

2. Submission by Patrons. After researching his ancestors, anyone may submit his records for Temple Ordinances and inclusion in the IGI. You do not need to be a member of the Church to submit records for Temple work. A high standard of accuracy and thorough research should be maintained.


After these records have been processed in a Temple, the data is included in the IGI and the index is made available to the public as a research tool.How the information is submitted will be discussed later. It's important to understand that not all the available records of all areas
of a country are represented. There are great gaps in the time periods as well., because the Controlled Extraction Programme is ongoing, and new records become available at an astounding rate.


There are so many obvious mistakes, what good is the index?
As with any transcription, the adage "Garbage in, garbage out" applies to the IGI. Although information extracted is carefully checked up to three times, some of the old records are extremely difficult to read.The greatest errors are usually found in information submitted by
individual patrons. The major difficulty arises when these submissions are duplicated or when research is incomplete. It is entirely the responsibility of individual patrons or family organizations to ensure that the information submitted on behalf of their ancestors is accurate and as complete as possible.


What Do I Need to Get Started?
The IGI is probably one of the best places to begin, but before you start, there are a few things you can do to make your search more productive.You don't need to be an expert in any of these areas.

1. To ensure that your research is properly done, you must record or document the source of every piece of information. Have some kind of system set up to record the information you will find for later study.
2. Fill out a Pedigree Chart, preferably four generations from yourself, with as much information as you already have. Include names, dates and place-names.
3. If you have any of the families for which you have additional information, fill out a Family group Sheet for each family.
4.  Learn a little about the geography of the area you are researching.Find a map of the area. Since the IGI deals mostly with records at least 100 years old, try to find an old map. There are some maps available on the Internet. Many of the boundaries and even names of places have been changed. You want to know what the area was like at least 100 years ago. A
very good example of this is in England, where huge cities like Manchester, Liverpool and London have swallowed up smaller towns and hamlets, and even names and county boundaries have changed. At the very least, have an Atlas available. 

5.It's helpful if you understand something of the ecclesiastic boundaries.Most of the old records of England are based on Parishes of the Established Church. Before the advent of Civil Registration in 1837, The Church of England (called the Anglican Church by some and the Episcopalian in US) was the official record keeper of Vital Information: Births, Deaths and
Marriages. Sometimes the place names you have for your ancestors are actually the names of Parishes. Parishes, like cities, have grown and changed much in the last 100 years.
6. Know a little bit about searching a Library Catalogue. You will need to track down the original record from which the IGI listing was taken. How you do that is covered in thisTutorial.


Understanding the IGI Listing.
It is very important to understand that the IGI should never be taken as a primary source of information. Always refer back to the original record where possible. At its very best, the Index is a secondary source, and each listing will always state the source of its data. One of the differences between the IGI on the Internet and the IGI on CD in the FamilySearch section of the Family History Centres is the record's Source Information. The IGI on CD will always state the Library Call Number of the Family History Library in Salt Lake City for the original record from which the information was taken. The usual source citation for the Internet version of the IGI is a Batch Number. Since the advent of the IGI "On Line", much has been written about the Batch Numbers and their significance.


For purposes of data entry, records are assembled in "batches". As ordinances are completed in a temple for each batch of records, a number is assigned and the records, together with the dates that they were processed in the temple, are entered into the computer. All records processed from the same originals at the same time will bear the same batch number. In
the case of Controlled Extraction records this number is usually prefixed by a letter
identifying the type of record extracted, e.g: Birth, Christening or Marriage. Usually, the letter "P" or "C" identifies extracted Christenings. Marriage extractions are identified by the prefix "M"

1. Finding a Batch number listed as the source of information indicates that original records or transcripts of original records have been studied and extracted under the Controlled  extraction Programme of the Church.


3. Finding a Film Number listed as the source of information indicates that the original record is a Patron Submission.


If a record was evaluated, extracted and included in the IGI, that record is held in the collection of the Family History Library, and is usually available on loan for study through a local Family History Centre. Some records have restricted circulation, but a photocopy of the original material can usually be obtained upon application to the Library in Salt Lake. These copies are 25 cents each, with a minimum order of $2 US. Older patron submissions often have additional information, sometimes even a family group sheet. However, if the record contains information on living persons, access is restricted to protect privacy of those persons.
Patron submissions are now presented on computer discs, and contain no additional
information. Patron Submission will be dealt with in the next This sections deals with Controlled Extraction listings.


Section Two (Patron Submissions) to follow:

EXAMPLE ONE: Tracing a Family through the On-Line IGI

Enter the URL of the Family Search Site: www.familysearch.com The display has three tabs: Ancestor Search, Keyword Search and Custom  

Search:
Choose Custom Search, and select International Genealogical Index The display has a number of boxes to fill in.

Enter the name Adam ENTWISTLE, leaving the parents and spouse name blank.


Choose event "Birth" but leave the date blank. Choose the region "British Isles" and click on Search. The return is 31 matches including Births & Christenings and Marriages. Click on the first name to view the complete record:

The Source Information is a Controlled Extraction Batch number: C033481, and the event is identified as a Christening which took place in Heywood, Lancashire, England. The father's name was Jas (an abbreviation of James). Using this information, we can discover if Adam had any siblings.


Press the BACK arrow twice to return to the input screen. Delete the name Adam and enter the father's name Jas. Enter the Batch  number C033481 (be sure to capitalize the "C")

It seems that at least three persons christened in Heywood had a father named Jas or James. The events occurred in 1781, 1778, 1786 and 1787.

Click on each of name in turn and see the full display, indicating that each of the children, like Adam, was christened in Heywood, Lancashire. Because there are eight years between the middle two events, there is a possibility that some children were stillborn or died before   christening, that there was more than one family involved, or that the "missing" children were christened elsewhere. It could also be that James became a widower and consequently remarried, producing the two girls with the second wife.


All these questions indicate a reason to search the original record. Since the events are christenings and are identified as Controlled Extractions, the records to be searched would be the Parish Registers that include the area called Heywood, in Lancashire. With an atlas,
gazeteer or map, Heywood is identified as a town in the Parish of Bury, and records for
that town will be listed in the Catalogue of the Family History Library, which is also part of the internet FamilySearch site.

Finding the Original Record

Return to the Custom Search page by pressing the BACK arrow. (You may have
to re-open www.familysearch.com .)

Select "Family History Library Catalogue",
Choose "All Searches" then "Place Search"
Enter the name of the place: "Heywood" and "Lancashire" Click on "Search"


When the place screen is displayed click on the name of the place. A list of the records available for that place is displayed.


Click on "Church Records, Indexes". Usually when a batch of parish registers are extracted, a printout of the records, in alphabetical order is made and filmed.

Select the Printout. The Title Notes Screen indicates that this is indeed the printout of Batch No. C33481 and is derived from the filmed parish records of Heywood, FHL Film No. 223709, Christenings 1745 – 1800. Go back to the list of topics for Heywood, by pressing the BACK  arrow and select the "Church Records" topic.

Scroll through the list of Church Records available for Heywood. Click
on the most likely one: "Parish Register Transcripts, 1745 -1800 Church of England. Chapelry
of Heywood". The Title Notes reveal that this is a private transcript or copy of the actual register, that is covers Christenings and Monumental Inscriptions. A careful look at the list of available Church Records shows that the official Bishop's Transcript of the registers for the same time is also available.

This is where a little knowledge of the way in which the Church of England was organized at that time is handy. The church divided the country into administrative sections much as present-day Civil authority does. The smallest of these areas was the parish under the care of a Parish Priest or Vicar. Much as it is today within some churches, several parishes comprised a Diocese under the care of a Bishop. As population increased, or in areas where geography limited access to the Parish Church, smaller churches called Chapelries of Ease were built. For the most part, only christenings and burials were performed in these  chapelries. Marriages were performed in the main Parish Church. 

Every year the clerk of the parish was required to make a true copy of all the official records of the church and forward these to the Bishop of the Diocese. These copies are known as the Bishop's Transcripts, and include all the chapelries within parish. Many have survived where Parish registers have not. In ranking order of desirability, the actual Registers would come first, then the official Transcripts, followed by private transcriptions. If all are available, it may be wise to search  them all, since there is often information in one that is omitted in others. An example of that would be private remarks written in the margins.

Using the BACK arrow, go back and choose the second item on the list of topics: "Bishop's Transcripts of Chapelry of Heywood, 1717-1877", and read the Title Notes 

Notice that this record contains the records of several chapelries, including St. Luke's in Heywood, and that all the these are in the Parish of Bury. Marriages would likely be found in the records of the Parish Church of Bury. Scroll down and read the rest of the page to see the rest of the information about this record. 

"Format: Manuscript (On Film) Language: English Publication: Salt Lake City:
Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1988 Physical: on 4 reels of microfilm ; 35 mm. "

The private transcript had only 1 roll of film. This record has 4 rolls. It is probably the source used by the researcher who made the private transcription that was evaluated for Controlled 

Extraction. They probably had not been filmed or were not in the library at the time the extractions were done.


Click on the "Film Notes" box.
Read through the display.

Title:
Bishop's transcripts, 1717-1877 Authors:

Baptisms and burials of St. Luke's Church, Heywood, 1829-1839 FHL BRITISH Film
1545474 Item 1

Baptisms and burials of St. Luke's, Heywood, 1840-1842. Includes baptisms and burials from Edenfield Chapelry, 1717, 1731-1801. FHL BRITISH Film 1545474 Item 2

Baptisms and burials from Edenfield Chapelry, 1801-1820 FHL BRITISH Film 1545474 Item 3

Baptisms and burials of Edenfield Chapelry, 1821-1845 FHL BRITISH Film 1545475 Item 1

Baptisms and burials of Edenfield Chapelry, 1857- 1877. Includes baptisms and burials of Holcombe Chapelry, 1730-1791 FHL BRITISH Film 1545475 Item 2

Baptisms and burials of Holcombe Chapelry, 1792- 1811 FHL BRITISH Film 1545475 Item 3

Baptisms and burials of Holcombe Chapelry, 1812- 1852. FHL BRITISH Film 1545476


Baptisms and burials of Holcombe Chapelry, 1853- 1860. Includes marriages, 1850-1860.
FHL BRITISH Film 1545477 Item 1

Numbers 1-8 of 8 film notes

Note that there seems to be no Marriages in list of records. Marriages would most likely be recorded in the records of the Parish Church of Bury. This series of films would be the most logical to use to follow up on the family of Jas. ENTWISTLE and his children which will be covered in another installment. The next section covers Patron Submissions.

Let's have feedback to cstutter@home.com?
Dot Stutter


2
15

